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result.1 The French royal fleets, as has been said, fought on
equal terms with the English at sea in the eighteenth century ;
the new republican fleets were invariably beaten. What was
the reason of this ? It was not that the sailors of France
are inherently inferior to those of England; the battles of
D'Orvilhers and De Suffren prove the contrary; it was because
discipline and experience are more necessary on board ship
than in a regiment. The republicans of 1793, as well as the
constitutionalists of 1791, failed to perceive this; both alike
allowed the spirit of mutiny to grow to an alarming height in
the navy, and all the efforts of Jean Bon Saint-Andr6 to create
a successful fleet were thwarted by the habit of disobedience
among the sailors and the want of experience among the
officers.

The disorganization of the French navy, which began during
the session of the Constituent Assembly, was not checked by
the Legislative Assembly. The impunity enjoyed by the
rioters at Toulon in spite of their behaviour towards Comte
d'Albert de Rions,2 encouraged them in their mutinous career
M. de Glandeves, the successor of D'Albert de Rions, was
imprisoned by the workmen of the dockyard, and their lawless
conduct reached its height on September 10, 1792, when, on
the news of the massacres in the prisons of Paris, Bear-
Admiral de Flotte, the naval commandant of the station of
Toulon, and four captains in the royal navy, whose ships lay
in the port, were cruelly murdered. Things went no better
at Brest;3 Bougainville indeed put down a mutiny on board
the America, but he was very glad to resign his command of
that station, when the squadron put into commission there
at the time of the apprehension of war with England in 1790,
was disarmed in January, 1791. The pernicious interference
of the people of Brest with the naval arrangements in the
harbour still continued; and in November, 1791, a band of
rioters prevented Captain de Lajaille from assuming the com-
mand of the Duguay-Troivin, to which he had been nominated,
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